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Permit-Required Confined
Space — No Entry Without
These 6
A permit-required confined space (PRCS) entry is one of the highest-risk tasks in industry. These six

requirements must be satisfied and documented on the permit before anyone crosses the plane of entry — per

OSHA 29 CFR 1910.146.

Need a written PRCS program, attendant training, or onsite rescue

evaluation?

bluehive.com · 260-217-5328 ·

support@bluehive.com

Source: OSHA 29 CFR 1910.146 — Permit-Required Confined Spaces (General Industry) · see 29 CFR 1926 Subpart AA for construction

Identify the space
and hazards

Confirm in writing the space meets

the PRCS definition: large enough to

enter, limited entry/exit, not for

continuous occupancy, AND contains

(or could contain) a hazardous

atmosphere, engulfment material,

converging walls, or other recognized

hazard.

§1910.146(b), (c)(2)
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Test the atmosphere
in order

Test the atmosphere with a calibrated

direct-reading instrument in this exact

order before and during entry: (1)

oxygen, (2) flammable gases/vapors,

(3) toxic air contaminants. Entry is

prohibited until conditions are

acceptable.

§1910.146(c)(5)(ii)(C), (d)(5)

ORDER MATTERS
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Issue the written
entry permit

Before each entry, the entry

supervisor signs the permit. It must

list the space, date, duration, entrants,

attendant, supervisor, hazards,

controls, test results, communication,

and rescue services. Post at the entry.

§1910.146(e), (f)

03

Station the attendant

An attendant stays outside the space

the entire time entry is active. They

monitor conditions, maintain

continuous communication, order

evacuation when needed, and

summon rescue. The attendant must

never enter to attempt rescue.

§1910.146(i)

NEVER ENTER

04
Confirm rescue is on

standby

Evaluate the rescue service’s response

time before entry. For IDLH

atmospheres, rescuers must begin

retrieval within an appropriate

window. Use retrieval systems

(harness + line) for vertical Type I

spaces > 5 ft deep unless a greater

hazard results.

§1910.146(k)(1)–(2)
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Cancel and review

every permit

Cancel the permit when entry is

complete or conditions exceed permit

terms. Retain canceled permits at

least 1 year and review annually to

revise the program. Investigate every

PRCS incident.

§1910.146(e)(6), (d)(14)
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